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Right place, magic results

> From Page C4
Ruling over estates is the man-
ager, described as a benevolent
despot who like his British
antecedents still retains a large
staff and observes strict protocol.
His bungalow, in the words of one
Indian mathor, “is to the garden
Folk what Wmdsor Castle is to
British citizens ™

“And why did tea tourism get
started?* we askod Ahmed.

Smaller, private estates began
welooming guests in the 1990s as
a marketing strategy to help pull
them out of a worldwide tea glut.
Another slump followed in the

altinude, soil, stope and ﬁ.l.l'hllﬂ'.l'.ll
oome togethir 10 Concoct Magic.
Among the hill stations the British
founded to fice India's blazing
surmnimeTs, Darjeeling’s gems
include the Windamere, haunt of
tea people and often cited as one of
India’s finest cobonial-cra hotels.

Originally a hoste] for bachetor
tea planters dating back to the
18305, the hotel is owned by the
Tendul-las, a prominent Tibetan
family with close ties to the Raj
who maintain the sura of those
bygone days.

There's afternoon tea with
seones, served daily since 1939 in

90 tea estates, including Makaibari,
producer of India's firs: orgunic
e and a ploneer in e tourism,
offering 21 homestays with estate
workers and an vpmarket resi-
dence. Its factory has changed
very little since & wis erected in
1859, end barely relies on modemn
technology to produce high-end tea
for export to the U.S. and Furope.
“We need the human touch —
and nose — not a rebotic arm or
an arematic sensor,”™ says produc-
tlon manager Sanjoy Mukberjee,
inviting us to sample six of his
teas, including Silver Tips Imper-
ial which fetched a record $1,000

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2012

CENIS GRAY, THE AJSOCATED PRESS.
Bungalow that once housed senior British tea estate managers, In
Balipara, Assam state, is now a luxury lodge for overnight guests.

carly 20008 when Indis opened up  Duaisy’s Music Room wheve family  per kilogram ar an suction in nounced “delicicux.” of another era, told us thal the last
ils markets to cheaper imports, albums are stacked atop a piano China. Before dinver, Sherab Tenduf-  of Darjecling’s British tea
forcing some growers (o seck lighted by candelabras. Hot water Back at the Windamere, we la.ﬂu-homlnm offered us planters, Teddy Young, died ear-
alternative sources of revenuse bottles are tucked into beds each dined by candlelight with music of %, the quintessential colo- lier this year.
There's been no looking back. evening, and real English por- the 19203 and "30s softly in the ni:i by the fircplace ax cold But along the subcontinent’s

From the lowlands of Assom, we  ridge dispensed by whitegloved background. Served is honey mists veidled the looming tea routes, much of the style and
sscended 2,100 metres o the waiters at breakfast, glaed lamb and chocolate souffle, Himalayan peaks. substance they created remains
Olympus of téa: Darjeeling, where Around Darjeeling sre nearly which our French friends pro- The gentleman, exuding charm firmly implanted.
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u Entry requirements: Prisport pha visa, 1o
be obtained before leaving Canada. For more
information, 9o 1o the website of inda’s ¢cn-
sulate-general in Vancous, ogivancones org.
To obtain an application formm, go 1o
ndisawisaoniine. govinivied

w Currency: indian rupes. Recent exchange
rated

$1 Cdn = 55452 INR

1INR = $0.01803

® Health: Corsult a doctor or travel medicine
cinic six 1o sght wosks before leaving Canada.

| Getting there: NSO Alport in Kolkaty,

India, has. the best 3ir links to both Assam and

Darjesling regions, Tads can be hired in most
Farger Wowrs.

mTraffic moves on the feft.

® Vihen to go: n Assam and Darjeeling, the
weather is bast from Dctober through
February However, tea prochsction takes 8
wirniter break toward the end of Novemiber.

u Tea Trail accommodstions:

Thengal Mance, Jorhat, India, doublis $120,
hentagetounmmuncia.com

The Heritage Bungalow, Balipara, India, dou

bhe occupancy, $460 including meals. Other

bungalows are $156, including meals,

vidmahsoet com

Wirdamere, Darg , Indea, Colonial Suite,

doubde occupanty, $210 including mealks,

windamerehoteloom

Maikabari, Kurseong. India, homestays $11

per person induding mieals, Tea is free,

maiaibarl com

m The Canadian Department of Fooeign Affairs

recamped its trevel sdvisory website recently.
For detais, go to

travel ge eattrawellingadiisorics



